
What impacts water quality in the River Arrow?
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Water quality can be made unhealthy and harmful to plants, fish and animals.
There are many possible sources of pollution.

Rain washes
Oil, rubber and
petrol off roads. Pet flea treatment can

wash off and kill
wildlife.

Sewage works
can overflow
into the river

Litter is washed
down ditches
and streams and
into the river.

Silt can be washed
off fields. Home sewage

treatment can end
up in the river.

Household
cleaning products
get put down the
drain.

Livestock can
trample down
riverbanks and
put manure in
the water.

Fertiliser spread
on fields can be
washed off in
heavy rain.



Use plants, grass, or ponds to
filter dirty water before it
reaches the river

Use river-safe flea treatments
and keep pets away from
rivers after treatment.

Use less water in homes so
sewage systems don’t
overload in storms.

Put rubbish in bins and take
part in litter picks.

Plant hedges and grass strips
to hold soil in place.

Check and look after septic
tanks regularly.

Use eco-friendly cleaning
products and only use what is
needed.

Fence animals away from
rivers and provide drinking
troughs.

Spread fertiliser carefully and
not before rain.

How can we help improve water quality?
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There are lots of ways people can help reduce pollution and improve water quality.
Match the solution to the problem.

Litter

Manure

Silt

Fertiliser

Flea treatment

Road runoff

Home chemicals

Sewage overflow

Septic tanks


